
 

                                                                                                                                   
 

Trestleboard – December 18, 2007 
Monitor Lounsbury Masonic Lodge 522 

312 South Cook Street 
Barrington, Illinois 60010 

Lodge Phone 847-681-9812 
Lodge Website http://www.mastermason.com/monlou522/ 

 

From the EAST  
 
Brethren, 
  
Merry Christmas! I hope this letter finds you all well and in good health. Well, we've put one more very busy year 
behind us and another one is just around the corner. Once again, I'd like to thank WPM Pietkiewicz for the great job 
he did for us as WM last year and hopefully I'll be able to follow his excellent example in 2008. 
  
One of the things I'm looking forward to is our Lodge winning the Grand Master's Award of Excellence again this 
year. Brother Newby is already working on the schedule of events and will be providing monthly updates as the year 
progresses. If I'm correct, we have already met 3 or 4 of the 15 requirements for the award so we're well on our way 
to doing it again. Obviously, we need every Brother to please pitch in wherever they can so we can bring it home 
again in 2008. 
  
Also, the Lodge Officers competition is currently scheduled to be held on March 29th at 8am at Palatine Lodge this 
year. I have committed our Lodge to participate and Brother Kalenick has graciously agreed to help us wherever 
needed. There has been some discussion regarding changing the date to a Friday evening instead of a Saturday for 
the convenience of all involved. If that happens, we'll be sure to let you know in advance. I am also going to ask 
Brother Senior Warden to set up a couple of practice sessions beforehand. One in late February and the other in mid 
March. 
  
On a more serious note, one of the challenges we face this year is balancing our budget. We've been running in the 
red the past couple of years and granted, we had a couple of large one-time building related expenditures that 
contributed to the situation, but I'd still like to explore ways of getting us back on track.  
  
Currently, the situation we find ourselves in is that, even without the large expenditures mentioned above, the Lodge 
is basically operating on interest income received from various investments, which should not be the case. We 
should be able to operate on revenue received as part of normal Lodge operations during the course of year and our 
interest income should be building the value of our investments and not acting as a life preserver.  
  
Of course, there are the obvious measures we can take such as reducing expenses where possible, fund raisers or 
increasing dues/application fees (which we would rather not do) and we are entertaining all of the above.  



 

  
The good news here is that I believe that all we need to do to get where we need to be is to raise an additional $2K 
over the course of each year. That won't make us rich, but at least it'll put us back in the black. If you have any 
additional ideas that may be of help, the Lodge officers and I are more than willing to listen to whatever you may 
have to offer. 
  
Another challenge is unfinished work. We initiated quite a few new EA's this year and I'd like to see all of them 
raised as soon as possible so if you happen to be assigned as a mentor, please make it a point to contact our new 
Brethren on a regular basis (every 2 weeks?) to keep them engaged and on track. I will be asking you for regular 
updates at our Stated meetings. 
  
Lastly, we are gathering email addresses so that we can reduce cost and ease the burden on Brother Secretary when 
sending group-wide communications to the Brethren (like this one). If you have an email address and wouldn't mind 
getting your communications that way, please let Brother Secretary know. He can be reached at 
dabears1@sbcglobal.net. Your cooperation and participation is greatly appreciated, especially by Brother Secretary!  
  
My Brothers, that's all I have for now. I'm looking forward to another great year for our Lodge and hope to see more 
of you as the year progresses. Please come and join us whenever you can. We miss you and your presence in our 
Lodge makes our brotherhood more complete whenever you're there. 
  
I hope that you and your family will all have a safe and happy Holiday. 
 
Fraternally, 
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Worshipful Master  
Monitor Lounsbury Lodge # 522   
 
 
 



 

 
 
Installation of the 2008 Monitor Lounsbury Lodge: Front row (left-right) WPM Greg Betz, WM George 
Rivera, WPM David Pietkiewicz, WPM Eric Schaudt and WPM Don Widenhoefer. Middle Row: Adam 
Cortes, Ben Smith, and James Newby. Back Row: WPM William Strode, David Bey, WPM Steve Chapman, 
Josh Newby, and WPM Jim Newby. 
 

From the WEST 
 
Brethren, 
  
Happy holidays to everyone and greetings from the west.  It's been a quiet month and a half for the 
lodge since our open installation.  It's been almost welcome after the busy couple months prior.  Enjoy the 
time off brethren, as we have much activity ahead come the new year. 
 
Once the bitter winds of January hit the air, we'll be starting practices for our Lodge officer competition 
in March.  The first date will be announced soon.  We haven't participated in one of these competitions for 
two years, but we are blessed in our lodge with a lot of talent.  This year, we'll show them what Masonic 
stuff we're made of. 
 
The new year will also bring visitations of the other lodges in our district and neighboring ones.  These 
are done every year as an award of excellence requirement. We always see good attendance by our 
officers and regular lodge attendees. To the brethren that have never visited another lodge with us, you are 
missing out!  Lodge visitations are a great way to meet other good men and interesting people.  There is 
also something to be said for experiencing how meetings are conducted in other lodges.  I hope to see 



 

many new faces at our visitations, and not just the ones from other lodges! 
 
Lastly, I'd like to say that you've heard a lot from me about seeing new faces at meetings and functions.  
If you feel that you can't attend our events because our regular channels of communication don't reach you,  
let me know!  If our announcements aren't reaching you, then we're not within length of your cable tow. 
 
I wish everyone good health and happiness this season.  Be safe, and create some wonderful memories with 
friends and family. 
 
Fraternally, 
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Senior Warden   
 
 

From the South 
 
Brethren, 
 
 I would like to begin by saying how honored I am that you have permitted me to serve (literally, in this case) as 
your Junior Warden.  I have already been given lots of advice concerning the kinds of food to serve and not serve 
and have received myriad wisdoms on the virtues of this brand of coffee versus that, the value of having hot sauce 
on hand, and the advantages of apple pie over pumpkin… etc., etc., etc.  Given the collective knowledge of the 
members of our lodge, I am certain I will be able to reach out and tap into the brain trust of our many connoisseurs 
to help prepare and serve many an outstanding repast throughout 2008.  I hope to make 2008 the Year of the Feast 
for Monitor Lounsbury! 
 
All kidding aside, I intend to make our meal hours enjoyable and interesting every month.  Many months, we will 
have a “themed dinner” featuring food from various countries or even other regions of the US.  The “southerly 
chair” will contribute mightily to “brethren dwelling together in peace”… over good – and interesting – food! 
 
Additionally, I would like to contribute regularly to our lodge’s Masonic education efforts – not just for enough 
meetings to earn the Lodge of Excellence Award, but on a continuing basis.  We all share an intense interest in 
seeking further light.  I pledge to be an instrumental contributor in that quest. 
 
Thanks again, My Brethren, for your confidence (however ill-placed that may have been.)  I am looking forward to 
serving you from the South and to receiving whatever advice and abuse that position brings with it!   
 
Happy Holidays to you and your families!  May brotherly love cement us. 
 
Fraternally, 
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Junior Warden 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A From the Junior Deacon 
 
Happy holidays to everyone and greetings from the west.  It's been a quiet month and a half for the 
lodge since our open installation.  It's been almost welcome after the busy couple months prior.  Enjoy the 
time off brethren, as we have much activity ahead come the new year. 
 
Once the bitter winds of January hit the air, we'll be starting practices for our Lodge officer competition 
in March.  The first date will be announced soon.  We haven't participated in one of these competitions for 
two years, but we are blessed in our lodge with a lot of talent.  This year, we'll show them what Masonic 
stuff we're made of. 
 
The new year will also bring visitations of the other lodges in our district and neighboring ones.  These 
are done every year as an award of excellence requirement. We always see good attendance by our 
officers and regular lodge attendees. To the brethren that have never visited another lodge with us, you are 
missing out!  Lodge visitations are a great way to meet other good men and interesting people.  There is 
also something to be said for experiencing how meetings are conducted in other lodges.  I hope to see 
many new faces at our visitations, and not just the ones from other lodges! 
 
Lastly, I'd like to say that you've heard a lot from me about seeing new faces at meetings and functions.  
If you feel that you can't attend our events because our regular channels of communication don't reach you,  
let me know!  If our announcements aren't reaching you, then we're not within length of your cable tow. 
 
I wish everyone good health and happiness this season.  Be safe, and create some wonderful memories with 
friends and family. 

 
Fraternally, 
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Junior Deacon 
 
 
 

From the Treasurer 
 

I would like to say hello to all of you as the new treasurer of Monitor-Lounsbury #522.  It is an honor to 
serve you.  I have been actively involved in the lodge since 1999 when I was raised.  One of the things I am most 
proud of is our lodge at 312 South Cook in Barrington.  It is a beautiful building that came into existence in 1872, 
135 years ago.  It just amazes me whenever I enter this building.  I am standing on the shoulders of my Masonic 
ancestors from this lodge and I am awe struck at the Masonic history contained in this beautiful building.  As you 
might expect a building of this age needs a lot of tender loving care.  We are also blessed with a comfortable funding 
level.  My thoughtful predecessors planned for the care of this beautiful lady we call our lodge.  It is unfortunately 
not enough.  I am sure you can all understand that a building of this age needs a lot of upkeep.  We recently have 
had the building painted, a new door installed in the back and most recently we have installed new carpeting.  The 
lodge is beautiful and all Masons who visit remark at her beauty.  I would like you all to consider her future.  The 
building still needs a lot of work.  Our funds are not unlimited as you may suspect.  We do not want to increase our 
dues and it is very difficult to raise funds.  Therefore I am asking all of you to consider the health of this regal lady 
called Monitor-Lounsbury Lodge #522, the home to Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of this lodge for the last 
135 years.  Please look deep into your memory of positive experiences here and help this wonderful lady survive 
and thrive for another 135 years and beyond.  Send us money for the building fund, we need money that can be 



 

invested into necessary upgrades and improvements needed.  There are many things that need upgrade, for example 
insulation, a new heating system, new windows, an new front door are just a few of the very important projects the 
wonderful lady needs.  Look well into your experience with the lodge and help her out by sending us money for 
much needed upgrades.  

 
Warmest regards and thanks for your attention and support, 
Fraternally, 
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Treasurer 
 
 
 

 From the Secretary’s Table 
 
Brethren, as you all know the dues cards are in the mail. Please return them promptly and if you are having financial 
difficulties let us know so we can help. There is nothing sadder than losing a good man due to a difficult period in 
one’s life. The Grand Lodge wants brothers to be suspended after they are two years behind to protect the brother 
from building up a back lodge of dues that makes it difficult for them to return to good standing. 
 
To all the brethren I wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy Year. 
 
Fraternally, 
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Secretary 
 
 

 


