
 

                                                                                                                                  
 

Trestleboard – October 12, 2007 
Monitor Lounsbury Masonic Lodge 522 

312 South Cook Street 
Barrington, Illinois 60010 

Lodge Phone 847-681-9812 
Lodge Website http://www.mastermason.com/monlou522/ 

 

From the EAST  
 
Brethren, 
 
 Time sure fly’s when you’re having fun. But it is also a sad time; this unfortunately will be my last correspondence 
with you. The Wardens and I just returned from the Grand Lodge annual meeting in Springfield and once again for 
the 6th year in a row, Monitor Lounsbury has received the Award of Excellence. This award really shows how 
committed our line of Officers are to achieving whatever task is put in front of them. I can’t thank them enough for 
all the support and dedication they have shown to me and our Lodge. We also have 2 members of our Lodge serving 
at Grand Lodge, Rick Kohn has been appointed Director of Public Relations for Grand Lodge and Donald Kalenick 
has been appointed Assistant Grand Tyler.  
 

 Our annual meeting is October 18th and a new Master and Officers will be selected for the upcoming 
Masonic year. It seems like there isn’t enough time to get everything you want to do done in the span of a year. One 
of my goals this year was to give a majority of the Entered Apprentices who had not completed their work, an option 
to attend a Blue Lightening. I could not have been prouder. Every Officer who helped put this Blue Lightening on 
was a member of our Lodge. No outside assistance was required. My second goal was to make the Lodge a little 
nicer looking and with the hiring of a cleaning crew recommended by John Peter Curielli, they have done wonderful 
job. Every group using our Lodge has commented on the condition and cleanliness since they have been brought on 
board. My last goal is to get the carpeting replaced throughout the downstairs and up into the preparation room. We 
will be voting on this at the annual meeting. Now, if you haven’t visited us in a while you should know the parking 
lot on the north side of the Lodge has been sold and a new residence is under construction. Parking is available on 
the street and there is still room for about 10 cars in the back of the Lodge.   

 
Again, I want to thank all the members and Officers of Monitor Lounsbury for all their assistance this last 

year. Keep up the good work and I’ll see you on the sidelines. 
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Worshipful Master  
Monitor Lounsbury Lodge # 522   



 

 

From the WEST 
 
Brethren, 
  

Well, another year has come and gone already. It seems not so long ago that I assumed 
the duties of the Senior Warden only to find myself now on the verge of moving into the East. 
  

Looking back on it now, I see that it's been quite a busy year for me and I can say that I 
gained a healthy respect for all that the SW has to do during his time in office. What with all the 
planning and details involved in working toward the Grand Master's Award of Excellence 
and arranging dates and coordinating slates for degree work for new and existing Brothers, in 
addition to other duties as requested by the WM. Yes, it was a busy year, indeed. And all while 
trying to participate and contribute toward the Lodge and our fraternity as an individual as well.  
  

But, the time has come to pass the torch. My successor will be just as busy as I was in 
that he'll have much of the same duties to perform. By this time next month we will have 
initiated 6 new Entered Apprentices during the course of the year, so that by itself is going to 
keep him busy as they move through their 2nd and 3rd degrees. And, I'm confident that he will 
continue our fine tradition of making sure that we once again achieve the Award of Excellence 
for the upcoming year. 
  

I'll close by saying that I am proud and honored to have been able to serve my Lodge, our 
fraternity and all of you in my current role and am looking forward with great anticipation to 
following in the footsteps of those who came before me in the East. 
  
Fraternally, 
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Senior Warden   
 
 

From the South 
 
Brethren, 
 
        Recently, your three primary officers attended the 2007 Grand Lodge session.  It was a very interesting 
experience which broadened my Masonic horizons.  It was, of course, my first trip to Grand Lodge.  The exposure to 
state-wide Masonic business made it feel much more tangible to me.  Previously, it was an ephemeral entity that 
annually collected a per-capita check from us.  Witnessing a Grand Lodge session is worthwhile for every mason. 
 
         Perhaps due to pre-supposition on my part, it was different than I expected.  For some reason, my 
imagination conjured up images of a large, opulent lodge hall with seating for hundreds.  I was surprised 
to see this meeting held in a convention center.  The floor was decorated with the usual furniture, giving 



 

it the familiar look of a Masonic lodge, with the addition of stadium seating. 
 
        Much of Friday morning was taken with introduction of visiting representatives of appended bodies and other 
organizations.  There were committee reports, Grand Lodge officer elections and votes on constitutional and bylaw 
changes.  Once the main session went from labor to refreshment for the day, the senior and junior wardens attended 
a seminar which explained the new IAM (It's About Membership) program.  It is basically a program to prospect for 
new members.  There will likely be full details coming down the pipe to local lodges before long. 
 
         Saturday morning was spent on award presentations, further committee and other reports.  Overall, I'm happy 
with the results of the Grand Lodge balloting. There were no close ballots.  Everyone was voting for good of 
masonry.  Harmony is truly the strength and support of our institution. 
 
       During the award presentations, our worshipful master accepted the grand master's award of excellence on 
behalf of our lodge.  We've earned this distinction, the highest that a lodge may earn, every year since 
I've been a master mason, and for a few years before. If elected to serve as your senior warden, that 
responsibility will fall to me for the ensuing year. I'm happy to report that as a result of our attendance 
at Grand Lodge and warden's seminar, we've already fulfilled 2 of the required primary activities.  I 
won't let you down! 
 
Fraternally, 
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Junior Warden  
 
 

 From the Secretary’s Table 
 
Dear Brethren: 
 

Another Masonic year has come and gone but as always Monitor Lounsbury enjoyed another successful 
year. My thanks go out to WM David Pietkiewicz and this year’s line of officers. We raised eight new members and 
have been busy initiating new members to the craft. 

 

               
      Welcome to Brother Dino Digristina.                           Also Brother Mark Victoria.             
                                    

 



 

Our most recent Entered Apprentice is Brother Christopher Rossi (not pictured). The next degree is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 25 for Mr. Francis McLaughlin. As always a fine meal is served before the meeting 
which starts at 7:30 pm.  

 
This years Monitor Lounsbury Fantasy Football League is off to another great start. League Commissioner 

WPM Ken Smith organized this league as a good way for brethren to enjoy their favorite sport and raise money for 
the lodge charity fund. The object is each member of the league drafts players from the National Football League to 
form their own teams. Their weekly stats are compiled by a stats service which gives points for performance. Each 
week these points determine who wins and loses. Last year the league raised $290 dollars for the lodge charity fund. 
Thanks guys. If interested in joining, contact one of the brothers below. 

 
 

  Pictured from left to right: Ben 
Egar, Jim Burress, Eric Schaudt, Ken Smith, Don Widenhoefer, Dave Pietkiewicz, Greg Betz, and Steve 
Chapman. 

     
This year’s lodge picnic was held on Saturday, September 22nd at the Tyler Creek preserve. The weather 

was much improved from the previous date in August which found the area under water. The food was great as 
always and thanks go out to all who helped. Brothers John Docherty and Andrew turner did another masterful job 
with the grills. Beside the beautiful sunshine and food many of the brethren and guest enjoyed friendly competition 
with the games. A great time was had by all. 

 
 

                              
Brothers Burress, Strode, and Petite and wife.                      Master Chefs John Docherty and Andrew Turner. 

 
 



 

        
Good weather and company.                                                                                                                                                                                 Brother Brian Jacobi and Friends. 
 

        
Brother Howard Helgesen.                                                     The BIG thumbs from Brother Smith.  
 
 

Future events coming up are the lodge’s annual meeting Thursday, October 18th at 7:30. This years Lodge 
officer’s installation will take place on Saturday, November 3rd at 3:00 pm. The next planned outing will be our 
annual Chicago Wolves Hockey outing this January. Details for this event will be made available soon.  

 
 
Fraternally, 
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Secretary 
 
       
 
David H. Pietkewicz   Worshipful Master    
408 Savoy court   (847) 584-3571 
Schaumburg, IL 60193  
 
Don Widenhoefer, WPM  Secretary 
1865 Carl Dr   (847) 740-1705 
Round Lake Beach, IL 60073 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 


